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Room 240 in the Main Agricultural Engineering Building was reserved for Santa on 
Thursday afternoon, December 9. The Annual Department Christmas Party, a tradition-
al function, is made possible by the Staff Wives of the Department. This year the 
Christmas Party Committee was headed by Chairlady Mr s. Georgeann Jones with Comrnrrttee 
members Mrs. Donna Lembke, Mrs. Greer Nave, Mrs. Erica Rod~a, Mrs. Margaret Vanderholm 
and Mrs. Laura Yoerger. As usual the decorations were beautiful and the traditional 
pinata was provided for the children. Carols, lively conversation and the spirit and 
beauty of the Christmas Season were captured to make a wonderful afternoon for the en-
tire Department. 
The Staff Wives of the Department entertained at a progressive dinner on Saturday 
evening, February 5. Approximately 30 couples attended and it was an evening marked 
by good and plentiful food, fun and friendship. Co-chair ladies were Mrs. Lee 
Johnstone and Mrs. Karen Paulsen along with the Comrnrrttee consisting of Mrs. Mary 
Brockett, Mrs. Judy Hummel, Mrs. Jean Siemens and Mrs. Betty Wakeland. The evening 
got underway with horsd'oeuvres at the home of the Johnstones and Paulsens. Dinner 
followed at the Siemens and Wakelands and finally the entire group assembled at the 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church for dessert and visiting. Dessert and arrangements at the 
church were handled by Mrs. Judy Hummel and Mrs. Mary Brockett. 
The Solar Grain Drying Conference, January 11-12, attracted more than 300 persons. 
Held at Ramada Inn near Campus, the meeting was sponsored by the Department, the Agri-
cultural Research Service, u.s. Department of Agriculture, the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers, the Illinois Farm Electrification Council and a number of 
other organizations. Dr. Robert Peart '57, Department of Agricultural Engineering, 
Purdue University and Dr. G. c. Shove served as co-chairmen of the program committee. 
The first day of the Conference centered on the research aspects of solar energy 
collection. The second day of the Conference was used to relate farmer solar energy 
experiences, the role of the Cooperative Extension Service, heat storage media and 
collector design. Conference Proceedings will be available from the Department short-
ly after April 1. 
A design conference on Livestock Waste Management Systems in Illinois is scheduled 
for the Ramada Inn Convention Center, Champaign, March 8-10, 1977. In addition to 
the Department, other sponsors include the Illinois Cooperative Extension Service; 
Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; the Illinois Society for 
Professional Engineers; Consulting Engineers Council of Illinois; the Illinois In-
stitute for Environmental Quality; and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 
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A Conference on Livestock Waste Management will be held on March 10 at the Champaign 
Ramada Inn near Campus. The Conference is to be sponsored by the Department and the 
Illinois Cooperative Extension Service. The Program Planning Comrr,Uttee is made up of 
Roger C. Moe, Assistant State Conservation Engineer, Soil Conservation Service, u.s. 
Department of Agriculture; James F. Frank, Agricultural Advisor and Ronald L. Elliott, 
'73, '74, Division of Water Pollution Control, Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency; Professor R. D. Walker, Illinois Cooperative Extension Service; and Professors 
Muehling, Day and Curtis from the Department. 
A Clinic was held on Wednesday, January 26 in East Peoria for persons interested in 
alternative energy sources in agriculture. The program was sponsored by the Sun 
Foundation, the Illinois Cooperative Extension Service and Illinois. Central College. 
Participants from the University of Illinois included Dr. Gene Shove of the Department 
of Agricultural Engineering; Mr. Marvin Hall, Regional Extension Advisor in Agricultur-
al Engineering; Mr. William Becker, Architectural Designer and Mr. Denzil Clegg, Region-
al Director, Illinois Cooperative Extension Service. Despite very severe weather, ap-
proximately 175 people attended the Clinic. 
State and local health officials, contractors involved in the installation and 
servicing of private sewage disposal systems, industry representatives and other 
interested persons met January 17-19 at the Champaign Ramada Inn to discuss home 
waste disposal systems. About 350 people attended the symposium, the second of what 
is planned to be an annual event sponsored by several groups including the Agri-
cultural Engineering Department. Dr. Dale Vanderholm, Extension Agricultural Engi-
neer, was planning chairman of the symposium which covered many topics including 
sewage system costs, unclogging seepage beds, septic system repair practices, legal 
controls applicable to small sewage systems, aerobic treatment of sewage and many 
other topics. Public health officials, private industry personnel and university 
and government officials from ten states participated in the program. 
Several Department staff members participated in the Annual Custom Spray Operators 
School held on Campus in early January. Again this year record attendance was es-
tablished with 17.05 registered participants. Larger groups making up the total in-
cluded 651 ground applicators; 513 industrial representatives; 127 farmers; 75 aerial 
applicators and 85 representatives from the seed industry. 
STAFF NEWS 
Dr. John w. Hummel'~, has been appointed an Associate Professor in Agricultural Engi-
neering in the Department. He is a full time employee of the Agricultural Research 
Service, u.s. Department of Agriculture and is involved with the soybean research 
program along with Professor w. Ralph Nave and Dr. Marvin Paulsen. The Hummel Family -
John, Judy, John Jr., Mark, Lisa and Lori- live at 504 East Mumford Drive, Urbana. 
Dr. Gene c. Shove was recently named to the Solar Energy Technical Advisory Committee 
on Legislation, Illinois Energy Resources Comrr,Ussion. The Committee is chaired by 
Senator John J. Nimrod of Skokie, Illinois and has as an objective assisting with the 
formulation of solar energy legislation for the State of Illinois. The Comrnrrttee 
plans to meet in Chicago in early March to attempt to identify some areas of concern 
to public institutions such as (a) education on solar energy; (b) demonstrations of 
solar energy systems; (c) research on solar energy. The Comrnrrttee will also try to 
relate a budget to each of these areas. 
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January and February are the months for the now traditional Illinois Conservation 
Contractors' Workshops held at a number of locations over the State. These are a 
cooperative extension activity spearheaded by Professor C. J. W. Drablos with as-
sistance from Mr. F. C. "Doc" Ives '48, Soil Conservation Service, Department of 
Agriculture and the Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association. All plans 
had been completed for the 1977 meetings when bingo - Professor Drablos was ordered 
by his physician to rest for several weeks. Mr. J. F. "Jim" Gastel '58 was called 
to the rescue and as a visiting lecturer has had a major part in making the 1977 
workshops extremely successful. Jim operates his own private engineering consulting 
firm in Freeport and his willingness to assist on such short notice and in such an 
effective way is genuinely appreciated. Professor Drablos is rapidly recovering his 
strength and plans to return to the office part-time in early March. 
ALUMNI NEWS 
Richard D. Beyers '69, has been named Product Manager, firetube boilers, auxiliary 
equipment and incinerators for the Trane Company's Process Division. He will be re-
sponsible for sales of equipment for industrial processing as well as for commercial 
applications. His past experience with Trane includes sales engineering positions 
in the commercial air conditioning and process divisions, most recently as manager, 
boiler auxiliary and incinerator sales. Richard, his wife and two children reside at 
316 South 20th Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601. 
N. A. Barron '71 is serving as manager of the Cereals Unit, Royal Agricultural Society 
of England, 35 Belgrave Square, London SWlXBON England. 
Robert W. Gunther '74, is now employed by Farmsworth and Wylie, consulting engineers, 
Bloomington, Illinois. The firm deals in the design and construction of sewers, sewage 
treatment plants, municipaJ and area water supply systems along with general engineer-
ing consulting. Bob recently applied for registration as a professional engineer, State 
of Illinois. He was granted an EIT certificate in 1975. He lives at 721 Fairmont, 
Bloomington, Illinois 61701. 
STUDENT NEWS 
Seven undergraduate agricultural engineering students were recently initiated into 
Tau Beta Pi, a national engineering honorary, composed of engineers represe~ting all 
fields. Agricultural initiates were Warren Groth, Armington; Larry Brizgis, Magnolia; 
Michael Krause, Easton; David Meinhold, Washburn; Jeff Healy, Aurora, Kris Berglund, 
Danville; and Bill McWethy, Dixon. Students are selected on the basis of scholarship 
from the top 20 percent of their class. Following the initiation ceremony a banquet 
was held with the main speaker being Dr. John E. Corbally, Jr., President of the 
University. 
St. Pat's Ball is scheduled for Saturday evening, March 5. Thirteen outstanding 
undergraduate students in the College of Engineering will be knighted including four 
Agricultural Engineering students. The Agricultural Engineering students and their 
ladies will be hosted at the dinner-dance by members of the academic staff of the 
Department. Dr. Dale Vanderholm who is presently senior advisor for , the Illinois 
Student Branch, ASAE, and Mrs. Vanderholm will host Larry Brizgis and his lady; 
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Dean and Mrs. Howard Wakeland will host Tom Glenn and his lady; Dr. and Mrs. John 
Hummel will have as their guests Mr. and Mrs. (Lori) Groth and Dr. and Mrs. Lanham 
will host Nick Hoyle and his lady. Tom Glenn is currently serving as Chairman 
of the Engineering Council, College of Engineering. 
It was standing room only in Room 240 when Neil F. Bogner '50 spoke to the Illinois 
Student Branch, ASAE on Tuesday evening, February 15. Neil divided his remarks in-
to two parts: the first dealing with the many challenging employment opportunities 
for engineers in the Soil Conservation Service, and the second, with the failure of 
the Teton Dam. He is currently serving as a member of the Committee charged with 
investigating the dam disaster. Neil is Director of the Engineering Division, Soil 
Conservation Service, u.s. Department of Agriculture and lives at 6903 Gillens Road, 
Springfield, Virginia 22152. 
Agricultural Engineering Undergraduates who are members of Tau Beta Pi were Bctive-
ly involved in the Tau Beta Pi sponsored Engineering Executive Forum held on Campus 
February 16 and 17. Some 15 corporate leaders from over the United States joined 
their hosts for a day and a half of going back to classes and general re-exposure 
to Campus life. One report from an Agricultural Engineering student host was that 
after walking from the Computer Laboratory to the Agricultural Engineering Building 
in something less than 10 minutes, his guest was fairly gasping for breath. One of 
the guests, Mr. H. Walter Lewis, vice president, Ingersoll Milling Machine Company, 
Rockfoi:d, was a guest lecturer in Agricultural Engineering 336 "Design of Agricultur-
al Machinery". 
In 1976-77 the Illinois Student Branch of the American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers is the second largest Student Branch in the United States. Illinois re-
ports 70 members and is surpassed in size only by the Branch at Texas A and M with 
90 members. 
Frank B. Lanham 
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